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INSTRUMENTAL DIAGNOSIS. 
By Puiwip S. Wares, M. D., 


Surgeon, U.S. Navy. 
(Continued from page 489.) 





A New Endoscope. 

Not one of the least difficulties by which 
endoscopy is surrounded is the complex and 
costly apparatus required in its pursuit. The 
first instrument proposed for this purpose, 
that of DEsoRMEAUX, is especially obnoxious 
to these objections. The body of the instru- 
ment, or that portion containing the reflec- 
tor and lamp, is made of bronze metal, and 
weighs about two pounds. When in use, it is 
held by the hand grasping the glass lamp 
which projects below, and by impressing upon 
it certain directions, the tube in the urethra 
or bladder is made to assume the various di- 
rections required in the examination of their 
walls. It is evident that the tube thus 
weighted with such a mass of metal, cannot 
be manipulated with that amount of delicacy, 
certainty, and safety, obtainable from a lighter 
instrument, and which are so essential to the 
successful exploration of the interior canals 
and cavities. Such a bulky instrument must 
also render the operation more or less awk- 
ward and trying to the patience, both of the 
surgeon and of the patient, particularly of the 
latter. As to the surgeon, his inconvenience 
will often begin with a somewhat impaired 
exercise of his tactile sense, arising from the 
great and unequally distributed weight of 
the instrument he holds in his hand, and will 


finally culminate, especially in his first essays, 


with an inability to put the point of the 
tube with the proper amount of pressure 





upon that portion of the bladder which he 
proposes to examine. Indeed, the patient 
will sometimes complain of pain from undue 
pressure, when the surgeon is not conscious 
of exercising any upon the vesical walls. As 
regards the patient, it can readily be ima- 
gined that such an instrument, connected 
with a catheter introduced into his bladder, 
and baving a motion independent of that of his 
body, would soon exhaust his endurance, 

Another serious objection to DEsoRMEAUX’S 
instrument is, that in a few minutes the heat 
from the lamp is diffused through the whole 
mass of metal of which it is composed, even 
warming up the proximal end of the tube, 
rendering its manipulation much more incon- 
venient. In some cases I have found the 
formidable appearance of the instrument, 
with smoke issuing from its chimney, to be 
sufficient terror to the timid patient, making 
him fidgetty and anxious as to the safety of 
the operation, that the increasing mancouvres 
become difficult and exceedingly unsatisfactory. 

From the imperfect supply of oxygen to 
support combustion, in consequence of the 
defective mechanical construction of the lamp, 
the wick becomes gradually carbonized, so 
that the flame, instead of burning brightly 
as it ought, and will at first, dwindles to a 
flicker, and diffuses but a small quantity of 
red light to be reflected by the mirror. 

Dr. Cruise has made some improvements 
upon the original lamp arrangement by the 
addition cf a glass chimney, which obviates in 
some degree the objectionable feature of im- 
perfect illumination, but the other parts of the 
instrument are substantially the same as the 
French one. (See “ Dublin Quarterly Jour- 
nal’ for May 1865.) 

Another serious disadvantage is, that this 
form of endoscope is exclusively manufactured 
abroad, and when imported into this country, 
stands the buyer in about $150. 
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I have elsewhere, (Mep. & Sure. Repor- 
TER, May 9th, 1868) described, the instrument 
of Dr. Warwick, which is free from many of 
the objections which I have urged against the 
others; besides it has the advantages over them 
of greater illuminating power, and being cheap- 
er. I had an instrument made for me, con- 
structed upon the same optical principles as 
Wakwick’s, with which I am enabled to obtain 
very good results; but the necessary lenses 
and accessories made it still too costly; about 
$30 was the price. 

After numerous experiments, I have the 
satisfaction of now presenting an endoscope, 
shown in the annexed cut, at once efficient, 
simple in construction, with great illumina- 
ting power, and moderately cheap. 

As furnished by Mr. Gemria of Philadel- 
phia, the case contains the illuminating mir- 
ror, urethral, vesical, and rectal tubes, a stric- 
ture knife, porte caustic, and a twisted-pointed 
wire stylet. 




















The peculiarity of the instrument is the 
mode of illumination which is effected by a 
concave mirror, three inches in diameter, and 
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ten inches focal length, perforated at its cen. 
tre. The mirror is supported in a metallic 
frame, consisting of a broad ring, which is in- 
tended to slip over the proximal end of the 
tube; two slender arms about five inches long, 
project posteriorly from the ring, and clasp 
the mirror at opposite points of its periphery, 
where the connection is secured by two little 
milled headed screws. By this arrangement, 
the mirror is movable around its vertical and 
central axes, so that it can be set at any de- 
sired angle to receive the light which is to 
be conveyed into the tube. 

The source of light may be either natural 
or artificial. Sunlight yields the best results, 
enabling the observer to see distinctly the 
minutest details of the field under observation. 
As it is impossible in the majority of cases to 
use sunlight, a gasalier may beemployed. In 
my examinations, I prefer TosoLn’s modifica- 
tion of the common reading lamp, with which 
the light may be concentrated upon the 
mirror. 

In using the instrument, the patient may 
either stand up or lie down, the lamp is placed 
at his side, in a darkened room, and the sur- 
geon having put his eye behind the per‘oraticn 
in the mirror, adjusts the latter with his right 
hand, so that light may be thrown into the 
tube, which is supported in the bladder or 
urethra by the left hand. As soon as the in- 
terior of the tube is fully illuminated, the field 
formed by the mucous membrane covering 
its end will come in view. 


(Nore. In a future article upon otoscopy, I shall 
describe an instrument constructed upon the same optical 
principles fur the exploration of the ear. 
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A CASE OF DISLOCATION AND FRAC- 
TURE OF THE HUMERUS. 
By Henry M. Liutty, M. D., 
Of Wisconsin. 


The following case may be of interest, as 
showing the results of reduction into the 
glenoid cavity of the superior extremity of the 
lower fragment of a broken humerus, while 
the head of the bone was left permanently dis- 
located and detached from the shaft. 

In October, 1867, Dr. entercd my 
office with one of his patients. The Doctor 
reported that he was first called to the case & 
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fortnight before, and that he then found the 
patient suffering from a simple dislocation 
forward of the left humerus, the result of 
an accident which had just happened. With- 
out giving any apesthetic, he set about redu- 
cing the dislocation. After a rather violent 
and somewhat prolonged series of efforts, the 
bone, as he supposed, went tack to its place 
“with aloud snap.” The patient,—a stout 
man of about 35 years of age,—likewise testi- 
fied to the “loud snap.” After this, the 
patient was not seen again by the Doctor until 
the day he was brought to my office. 

Upon that day, the Doctor had examined 
the case before bringing it to my office. He 
informed me that he had found the disloca. 
tion reproduced. He had, therefore, endea- 
vored to replace the bone. But, after lcng 
and severe efforts, the head of the humerus 
still remained beneath the clavicle, He had, 
therefore, brought the patient in, for the pur- 
pose of consulting me, as to what was best to 
be done. 

A careful examination revealed the follow- 
ing facts: Ist. The head of the humerus 
was lodged beneath the clavicle, near to the 
caracoid process. 2d. The head of the hu- 
merus was detached from the shaft, and pre- 
sented itself as a hard movable tumor;—the 
point of fracture being apparently through the 
surgical neck. 3d. The upper end of the 
lower fragment of the humerus was safely 
ensconced in the glenoid cavity, where it 
seemed to be very securely lodged, notwith- 
standing the vigorous wrenchings to which the 
limb had just been subjected. Believing that 
the foregoing state of affairs had been in exist- 
ence for a fortnight, I simply remarked to the 
Doctor that he had better leave the case to 
nature, and the parties left. 

May 28th, 1868—seven months after the 
injury—the patient presented himself at my 
office on other business. But before he left 
the office, I made a thorough examination of 
the left shoulder and arm. I found that he 
could move the arm readily into any position 
except such as required the humerus to be 
elevated above a right angle with the body. 
He could place his hand easily upon the top 
of his head. He was able to follow his avoca- 
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tion as a common laborer, and he considered 
his arm a very useful member, and was not 
disposed to complain of the result. The 
shoulder had lost its rotundity to a certain 
extent, and the movements of the arm were 
accompanied generally by a creaking noise in 
the shoulder, perceptible to bystanders. I 
have seen several cases of exsection of the 
head of the humerus, and I think he had as 
useful a limb as is ever obtained after exsec- 
tion through the surgical neck. The loose 
head of the humerus had dropped down into 
the anterior fold of the axilla. 

The reduction of the dislocated humerus, 
minus its head, was manifestfestly an acciden- 
tal affair, so far forth as the Doctor was con- 
cerned. But the interest of the case centres 
in the favorable nature of the result. In some 
cases of dislocation, complicated with fracture, 
where unusual difficulty may be experienced 
in replacing the upper fragment into the 
glenoid cavity, it has been recommended to 
adopt the treatment to which this patient 
was unwittingly subjected. But most of our 
best surgical writers combat the idea as not 
being likely to result in the production of a 
joint at all useful to the patient. The fore- 
going case, however, shows that nature can 
sometimes make a very good and useful joint 
in spite of a treatment not to be commended 
as very excellently surgical. 


o—~> 
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Our Insane Asylums. 


“8. G. H.”—probably Dr. 8. G. Howz—writes 
to the Boston Advertiser in sharp criticism of a 
recent article in the Atlantic Monthly on our In- 
sane Asylums. The tone of the article is de- 
nounced as mischievous, and while the writer is 
given credit for earnestness and honesty, his 
statements are declared wholly untrustworthy.”’ 
Dr. Howe says: “The article asserts that our 
public lunatic hospitals are not only liable to be 
used by wicked men for the confinement of inno- 
cent and sdne persons, whom they wish to keep 
out of sight, but that they are so used, and not 
unfrequently. So far as regards the public insti- 
tutions in the northern, middle and western 
States, this is not only untrue, but almost absurd. 
An examination of the organization of those 
institutions will show that it is hardly within 
the bounds of possibility that it can become true 
until that organization is entirely changed.” 
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JEFFERSON MEDICAL Oreos} 
Philad., May 13th, 1868. 


Surcicat Curnic or Pror. Gross. 
Reported by Dr. Napheys. 


Large ‘Venous Tumor. 

Emily S., st. 20. This patient has a tumor 
which occupies the left side of the neck; it is 
situated below the lobe of the ear, reaching some 
distance down, but not as far as the collar bone, 
directly over, the outer surface of the sterno- 
cleido-mastoid muscle. It was first noticed when 
she was ten months of age; and it is probable, 
from the fact of its having been recognized at so 
early a stage of life, that it was congenital. It 
has gradually grown until it has attained the size 
now observed. The tumor is of an interesting 
character. 

There is no discoloration of the skin, which 
seems to be perfectly natural. There is no en- 
largement of the subcutaneous veins. The tumor 
can be apparently lifted off from the surface, 
with which it lies in contact. It is soft; at the 
same time there is no fluctuation in it, so far 
as can be discovered. At a number of points 
there can be felt small circumscribed spaces of 
hardness, like little shot buried in the tumor, 
about the size of small garden peas. On hold- 
ing up the tumor a very marked enlargement of 
the veins is seen; not the subcutaneous veins, 
but those seated a little deeper; and these on 
being stretched present a bluish aspect, as if they 
were translucent, the contents appearing through 
the coats of the vessels as well as the integu- 
ment. Bodies can also be felt like earth-worms 
under the finger, only larger. Taking all these 
circumstances into account, the diagnosis is made 
of varicose enlargement of the veins in this situ- 
ation. The tumor has somewhat the feel of a 
fatty tumor, but it is too soft and flabby for one 
of that character; and it has not the elasticity, 
which as a general principle is possessed, to a 
greater or less degree, by an adipose growth. 
The tumor is known to be benign, from the fact 
that it has existed so many years; if it were 
malignant in character, it would have terminated 
in ulceration long ago, as well as in the destruc- 
tion of the patient’s life. 

Nothing will effect a cure in such cases as this 
excepting the operation of excision; making an 
excision through the integument, exposing the 
enlarged vessels, cutting them out, and applying 
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ligatures to prevent hemorrhage. Subcutaneous 
ligation is impracticable. The subcutaneous in- 
jection of the perchloride or sulphate of iron 
would be eminently dangerous. 

The ligation of veins was formerly denounced 
by surgeons. It was supposed that the applica- 
tion of ligatures to veins was a most dangerous 
procedure, inasmuch as it was calculated to pro- 
duce structural inflammation of the veins spread- 
ing toward the heart, suppurative, not plastic 
in character, as in the case of arteries. But it 
has been ascertained by statistics and the obser- 
vation of many eminent surgeons and patholo- 
gists, that this dread of inflammation of the 
veins is ill-founded. Prof. Gross has tied veins 
repeatedly, without any bad effect, so far as he 
could determine. When large veins are opened 
in the extirpation of tumors, etc., the proper 
treatment is to ligate these vessels, so as to pre- 
vent the ingress of pus and other fluids calcu- 
lated to give rise to pyemia and erysipelas. 

The operation it is proposed to perform in this 
case may be perfectly safe. There is always 
danger in any operation, no matter how slight 
it may be. Death has been produced by a leech- 
bite, and by apparently slight causes, But dan- 
ger of this kind is not taken into consideration. 
In all operations there must be more or less risk, 
which the patient must take. The extraction of 
a tooth has been followed by death; whereas the 
most formidable operation that can be conceived 
of has resulted in recovery. 

The phlebolites, the hard, shot-like tumors 
which can here be so distinctly felt, are evidently 
formed out of fibrinous concretions. The blood 
contained in the veins coagulates at certain 
points; the coagula thus formed become organ- 
ized, and in course of time, by the deposit of 
phosphate and carbonate of lime, are converted 
into phlebolites. These concretions are usually 
of a rounded shape, and vary in numbers; some- 
times they are of the size of a partridge’s egg, 
mostly, however, they are quite small. 

A case somewhat similar in character to this, 
in a child four months of age, was operated on 
at this clinic last winter. In that instance the 
tumor, a cystic one, was of considerable size, and 
during the progress of enucleation, Prof. Gross 
came in contact with what appeared to be a por- 
tion of a cyst projecting from the bottom of the 
wound. It was, however, found to be the inter- 
nal jugular vein bulging up, the division of 
which would have much embarrassed the opera- 
tion, (vide Vol. XVIL., p. 511). In that case the 
cyst extended down apparently almost to the 
vertebrae. 
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The patient was placed under the influence of 
chloroform, The tumor was noticed to enlarge 
during the progress of anesthesia. A somewhat 
curvilinear incision was made, and the tumor 
removed after a tedious and difficult operation. 
After removal it appeared very much smaller 
than it did before the operation, as is always the 
case with a vascular tumor. There was but little 
loss of blood. 

Two weeks after the operation the patient was 
presented with the wound nearly healed, and the 
swelling gone. She had a good appetite, and 
was reported as out of danger. 


Varicose Veins. 


Jos. K., xt. 30. Two weeks ago this patient 
was operated on, because of varicose veins of the 
lower extremity, with the agency of Vienna 
paste, applied for the space of ten or fifteen 
minutes. A number of issues were thus made, 
The object of this operation is to excite inflam- 
mation over the enlarged veins, in the hope it 
shall extend to the coats of the vessel, leading in 
this way to the coagulation of their contents, 
and thus ultimately effecting a cure, by produc- 
ing obliteration of the affected structures, 

The eschars are not yet detached. 


Necrosis of Humerus, 


James K., xt.6. This child has suffered from 
an affection of the left humerus for two years. 
The presence of papille here indicate disease of 
the bone, as they always do when situated over a 
bone. The patient was placed under the influ- 
ence of chloroform, the two openings which ex- 
isted were connected, and several pieces of dead 
bone removed. The parts were then syringed to 
remove the debris. 

The best application for a few days will be an 
emollient poultice, medicated with a solution 
of acetate of lead; afterwards simply a solution 
of sugar of lead. To-morrow a mild aperient 
will be administered. The diet should be light. 
The syringe should be used twice in the twenty- 
four hours. 

If not removed, the fragments of dead bone 
would keep up irritation forever. The absorbent 
vessels cannot act upon them, any more than 
upon pieces of wood. 


Two Cases of Lithotomy. 


Henry M., et. 8. He has suffered from symp- 
toms of calculus for eighteen months. During 
the last three weeks his sufferings have been 
very great. He seems to be in good health. 
Upon being sounded, a stone was detected at 
once, 
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The child has had no preparation for the ope- 
ration, because he appears to be in perfect 
health, excepting the local difficulty. He was 
placed under the influence of chloroform, and 
the lateral operation performed. The stone being 
very brittle, broke down in the grasp of the for- 
ceps. The scoop was employed, and the bladder 
injected to wash out the fragments. 

The boy took this morning one-fifth of a grain 
of morphia. A fifth of a grain will be given 
hypodermically, when he awakes from the influ- 
ence of the chloroform. 





Adam H., wt. 45; Lehigh county; farmer. 
He has suffered from stone in the bladder for 
thirty-six years,—ever since he was nine years of 
age. He passes water every four or five hours, 
and is subject to spasm of the bladder, when the 
pain is very severe, and micturition attended 
with a great deal of straining. 

The sounding indicated the presence of a very 
large stone. The patient has held his water 
since eight o’clock this morning. 

Chloroform was administered, and the lateral 
operation performed. After much difficulty in 
the extraction, owing to the size of the concre- 
tion, an enormously large stone was removed,— 
measuring two and three-quarters, by two and an 
eighth inches, The parts were necessarily torn 
considerably in the extraction, complicating the 
case in that way. More than the customary 
amount of blood was lost. The rectum was 
intact. It was impossible to break the calculus. 

The stone was of uric acid formation, very 
hard, with a tuberculated surface. 

A hypodermic injection of half a grain of 
morphia was administered,—to be repeated in 
the course of the afternoon. 





Solution of Quinia for Subcutaneous Injections. 


The difficult solubility of the preparations of 
quinia, and even of the acid sulphate, in water, 
does not allow much more than a grain at a time 
to be introduced beneath the skin by the usual 
mode of injection. The addition of acid does 
not remove the inconvenience, and it causes se- 
vere pain to the patient. It is therefore recom- 
mended, in those cases where an energetic action 
of quinia is desirable, to employ ether as a sol- 
vent, instead of water. Ether is far less irritat- 
ing than diluted acids, alcohol, or chloroform, 
and its diffusive power is checked by its intimate 
combination with the resin of the quinia. 


-_eO 
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Medical Societies. 
ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL SUPERINTEN- 
DENTS OF AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS 
FOR THE INSANE. 
22p Annvat Session. 

The Medical Superintendents of American 
Institutions for the Insane commenced their 
twenty-second annual session at the American 
House in Boston, Massachusetts, on Tuesday, 
June 22d at ten o’clock. The Association was 
called to order by Dr. Tuomas S. Kirxsrine, of 
the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane at 
Philadelphia, President, and the minutes of the 
last annual session at Philadelphia were read by 
the Secretary, Dr. Jonn Curwen, of the Penn- 
sylvania State Lunatic Hospital at Harrisburg, 

The members of the Association present, aside 
from the President and Secretary, already men- 
tioned, were as follows, all of them Superinten- 
dents of the Institutions which they represent: 
Dr. Clement A. Walker, of the Boston Lunatic 
Hospital at South Boston; Dr. Pliny Earle, of 
the Northampton Lunatic Hospital at Northamp- 
ton; Dr. John S. Butler, of the Insane Retreat at 
Hartford, Ct.; Dr. W. S. Chipley, of the Eastern 
Lunatic Asylum at Lexington, Ky.; Dr. H. A. 
Buttolph, of the State Lunatic Asylum at Trenton, 
N. J.; Dr. R. Hills, of the West Virginia Hospi- 
tal for the Insane at Weston, Va.; Dr. W. P. 
Jones, of the Tennessee Hospital for the Insane 
at Nashville, Tenn.; Dr. J. P. Bancroft, of the 
New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane at Con- 
cord, N. H.; Dr. I. Ray; Dr. D. D. Richardson, 
of the Insane Department of the Philadelphia 
Hospital at Philadelphia; Dr. A. M. Shew, of the 
General Hospital for the Insane at Middletown, 
Ct.; Dr. C. H. Hughes of the Missouri State Lu- 
natic Asylum at Fulton, Mo.; Dr. R. L. Parsons 
of the New York City Lunatic Asylum; Dr. John 
W. Sawyer, of the Butler Hospital at Providence, 
R.1.; Dr. George C. S. Choate, of the Taunton 
Lunatic Asylum at Taunton; Dr. J. W. Barstow 
of Sanford Hall Asylum at Flushing, L. I.; Dr. 
Byron Stanton of the Northern Ohio Lunatic 
Asylum at Newburgh, 0.; Dr. S. 8. Schultz, of 
the Northern Pennsylvania Hospital for the 
Insane ; Dr. Mark Ranney, of the Iowa Hospital 
for the Insane at Mount Pleasant, Iowa; Dr. 
John E. Tyler, of the McLean Asylum at Somer- 
ville; Dr. C. H. Nichols, of the Government 
Hospital for the Insane at Washington, D. C.; 
and Dr. Francis T. Stribling, of Staunton, Va. 
Other members will be present during the week. 





Invitations were received from the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society, the Superintendent of Fire 
Alarms, the Trustees of the Public Library, the 
Bunker Hill Monument Association, the Trus- 
tees of the Public Library, the Bunker Hill 
Monument Association, the Trustees of Music 
Hall for an organ concert, the Boston Atheneum, 
the Boston Museum, Harvard College, and 
several other societies and institutions for visits 
to their respective places. The usual committees 
were appointed, and the Business Committee, after 
a brief recess, reported in favor of attending the 
organ concert tendered at Music Hall Tuesday 
evening at 7 o'clock, visiting the South Boston 
Lunatic Hospital Wednesday, visiting the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital, Harvard College, and 
McLean Asylum on Thursday, dining at the 
Asylum, holding a session there, and spending 
the evening sociably with Dr. Tyrer; taking an 
excursion down the harbor Friday afternoon. It 
was also reported that the Winthrop Farm, the 
proposed site for the new Boston Hospital, be 
visited by a committee on Friday. The other in- 
vitations received were gratefully acknowledged, 
but no definite time could be assigned for a for- 
mal and general acceptance of them. 

The first subject taken up by the Association 
was “ The project for a general law for determin- 
ing the legal relations of the insane,’ and Dr. 
Ray was called upon to make some remarks in 
regard to the history and treatment of this ques- 
tion. Dr. Ray alluded to the necessity for hav- 
ing a general law, which should be in force in 
every State. In order to facilitate the work in 
preparing such a law, a committee was some 
time ago appointed, and the laws in the different 
States were considered and compared. This com- 
mittee reported at the meeting at Washington in 
1864, The points covered in the law were par- 
tially discussed at that meeting, and since that 
time the whole matter has been in abeyance. 
Experience is every year demonstrating more 
and more the necessity of such a law, and cases 
are constantly occurring which urge the subject 
upon the attention of all persons interested in 
the treatment and care of the insane. The gen- 
eral sentiment of the community is that no one 
class of persons ought to have entire and abso- 
lute control in regard to cases of insanity. Such 
a law as is proposed, need not cover all the points 
in question in regard to the treatment of insanity, 
and the principle thing to be considered, is in 
regard to the committal of persons to the insane 
asylums. He would not advocate the relinquish- 
ment of the authority which has long been vested 
by common consent in the families and friends 
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of insane persons, but some legal process is ne- 
cessary for the care of those persons who have no 
families, or whose families do not care to take 
such a step. These matters should be attended to 
legally and properly. Such a law, too, is neces- 
sary for the pauper insane, for the authorities 
who have them in charge, are generally likely 
to avoid the expense of committing them to asy- 
lums as long as possible. Such a law, too, is ne- 
cessary for the care of the vagrant insane, who 
have no regular residence, and whose confine- 
ment is an act of humanity to themselves, and a 
means of safety for the community. 

At the conclusion of Dr, Ray’s remarks he 
read the statement which had been prepared of 
the proper form of a General Law, and after a 
short and informal discussion of the first four 
sections of the proposed law, relating to the 
committal of insane persons to asylums, the 
further consideration of the subject was postponed. 

Dr. J. W. Barstow, of Flushing, then read a 
memorial paper in reference to the late Dr. Brn- 
zaMIN OcpeEN, of New York, one of the earliest 
and most valued members of the Association. He 
paid a most affectionate tribute to the profes- 
sional services and private worth of Dr. Ocpen. 
Several members of the Association spoke briefly 
in indorsement of Dr. Barstow’s paper, and the 
Association then adjourned to meet at half-past 
two. 

ArrTerNnoon Session. 

At the re-assembling of the Association in the 
afternoon, Dr. Cuartes A. Lez, of New York, 
made an address as a delegate from the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. He alluded in the 
strongest terms to the progress that has been 
made in recent years in the treatment of the in- 
sane, and congratulated the Association upon all 
that its members had been able to do for the ad- 
vancement of one of the most important depart- 
ments of medical science. The address was very 
cordial in its tone, and the Association manifest- 
ed great pleasure at the interest taken in it and 
its work, by the Association represented by Dr. 
Lee. 

The subject of a general law in regard to the 
legal relations of the insane, was then taken up, 
and Dr. Ray proposed an amendment to the first 
section of the proposed form of a law which was 
read in the morning. 

Dr. H. M. Hartow, of the Maine Hospital for 
the Insane at Auguste, read some extracts from 
the laws in force in Maine, in regard to the com- 
mitment of insane persons. According to those 
laws, no person who has not reached his or her 
majority, can be received into an insane asylum, 
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without a certificate of insanity signed by the 
selectmen of a town, or the mayor and alderman 
of acity. He believed that this provision of the 
law had worked well and given general satisfac- 
tion. , 

Mr. S. E. Sewet, of Melrose, said that he 
regarded it as of the very first importance, that 
no persons should be sent to an insane asylum 
until some impartial tribunal had pronounced 
upon their insanity. There are always two ques- 
tions to be answered preliminary to the commit- 
ment of a person to an Asylum, and those are, 
whether the person is insane, and whether that 
insanity is of such a character as to render com- 
mitment to an asylum necessary and proper. He 
thought that the best way to have these questions 
satisfactorily settled would be to appoint com- 
missioners of insanity, under whose attention 
and examination all alleged cases of insanity 
shall be placed for their decision. 

Dr. Srrisiine, of Virginia, and Dr. Curp.ey, 
of Kentucky, made some statements in regard 
to the laws in their States, and Dr. Hitt, of | 
West Virginia, spoke in regard to the law in 
Ohio, which provides that the Judge of Probate 
shall be the person before whom complaints in 
regard to insanity shall be made, and by whom 
examinations shall be made and decisions ren- 
dered. He believed that any law upon this sub- 
ject would be radically defective, unless it pro- 
vided that every case of alleged insanity, no 
matter what station in society the person in 
question may occupy, shall be investigated’ and 
decided upon by some judicial officer. 

Dr. Lez, Dr. Hartow, and Dr. Cuoare, of 
Taunton, regarded it as desirable for the inter- 
ests of all parties concerned, that the mode and 
manner of commitment should be carefully 
guarded. Dr. Cucate thought it would greatly 
aid superintendents of asylums in the discharge 
of their delicate and responsible duties, to have 
stringent provisions in regard to the commit- 
ment of patients. Under the present laws in 
this State, superintendents may be imposed upon 
with comparative ease, for neither the names nor 
signatures of the physicians signing certificates 
of insanity are in many instances known to the 
Superintendents to whom they are taken. 

Dr. Stanton, of Ohio, indorsed the statement 
of Dr. Hitt, in relation to the law in Ohio, and 
Dr. Bancrort, of New Hampshire, expressed his 
concurrence in the general principle of having 
some impartial tribunal before which all alleged 
cases of insanity should be taken for examina- 
tion. 

Dr. Currizy said that the laws in Kentucky 
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had worked satisfactorily for forty years, and in 
thirteen years’ experience he had never known 
any person not insane to be presented for recep- 
tion at the Asylum, except those who were crim- 
inally insane. It seemed to'him that the safer 
way was to keep the power of granting certificates 
of insanity in the hands of the medical profes- 
sion. He could not see what special qualifica- 
tion a Judge of Probate had for deciding in 
alleged cases of insanity, over an educated phy- 
sician, and he thought that the appointment of 
two lunatic commissioners for each county would 
rather increase than lessen the opportunities and 
probabilities for improper decisions and commit- 
tals. 


Dr. Tyrer, of Somerville, spoke in regard to 
the laws in England in relation to the commit- 
ment of insane persons. So much trouble is 
involved and so much publicity caused by the 
measures there rendered necessary to secure the 
advantages of an asylum that, in a great number 
of cases, persons postpone making such applica- 

+ tions until it is too late for the hospital treatment 
to be of any avail. While, therefore, he was in 
favor of placing all needful and proper restraints 
about the commitments to asylums, he alluded 
to the danger of throwing so much publicity 
about applications for hospital treatment for 
insane persons as to prevent the applications 
from being made at all as long as they can possi- 
bly be avoided. 


Dr. Hr spoke again in advocacy of the prin- 
ciple involved in the Ohio law, and proposed a 
substitute for the first article of the proposed 
law, providing for a judicial examination, sup- 
ported by the sworn testimony of two witnesses, 
one of whom at least shall be a practicing phy- 
sician. 





Dr. Kirxsrive, the President of the Associa- 
tion, spoke earnestly and strongly against the 
principle of such a tribunal as had been advoca- 
ted by Dr. Hill. He believed that the interests 
of the insane themselves would be materially 
injured by the legal requirements of a judicial 
examination. Husbands and fathers would suf- 
fer great inconveniences, and would very likely 
imperil the condition of insane wives or daugh- 
ters, rather than have a municipal or judicial in- 
quest held in their house, and over their families. 
He regarded the question of commitment to in- 
sane asylums as a purely medical matter, and he 
believed that the interests of all classes con- 
cerned would be best subserved by leaving the 
decision of alleged cases of insanity with the 
medical profession. 
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Szconp Dar— Wednesday, June 3d. 


There were present, in addition to those pre- 
viously reported, Dr. Samuel E. Shantz, Superin™ 
tendent of the Minnesota Hospital for the Insane 
at St. Peter, Minn.; Dr. Joseph D. Lomax, of 
the Marshall Infirmary at Troy, N.Y.; Dr. 
Joseph Draper, of the Lunatic Hospital at Wor- 
cester, Mass.; Dr. W. Lockhart, of Indianapolis, 
Ind.; and Dr. Richard Gundry, of the Southern 
Ohio Lunatic Asylum at Dayton, O. 


The consideration of the project for a General 
Law in regard to the commitment of insane per- 
sons to asylums was resumed. Substitutes for 
the first section of the law as prepared and 
amended by Dr. Ray, were proposed by Dr. Hills, 
of West Virginia, and Dr. Chipley, of Kentucky; 
the former involving the principle of a judicial 
investigation for all persons, and the latter pro- 
viding for commitments by families, with certifi- 
cates of physicians. 

Dr. Ranyey, of Iowa, expressed his opinion in 
regard to the importance of the whole subject of 
commitments, both to the general public, and to 
those in charge of insane institutions. There 
might be cases where a judical investigation 
would be an advantage, but he was opposed to 
making such a provision for all cases. He 
thought it would tend to retard admissions in 
many cases where delay would be dangerous and 
destructive, and that the evils resulting would be 
more than the possible advantages. He was, 
therefore, in favor of having the power of com- 
mitment with families and relatives, supported 
by medical certificates. 


Dr. Curwen, Secretary of the Association, 
urged that the adoption of a system of judicial 
investigation would involve additional expense 
to those seeking the advantages of hospital treat- 
ment for relatives and friends, and would there- 
fore increase the hardships of a large class of 
persons who have a right to have the insane 
members of their families cared for as promptly 
and economically as possible. Early treatment 
of insane persons had been always advocated by 
Asylum Superintendents, and he thought that 
the adoption of the judicial process of investiga- 
tion would tend to delay just that treatment 
which has always been insisted upon as neces- 
sary for the good of the patient. In this matter, 
as in other matters of legislation, the greatest 
good of the greatest number must be sought, and 
it is useless to try and adapt all legislation in 
regard to this matter to the few possible excep- 
tions that may arise. 

Dr. Wauxzr, of South Boston, expressed his 
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entire satisfaction at having the matter of com- 
mitments left in the hands of family friends and 
the medical profession, and protested against the 
adoption of the judicial process, as unnecessary 
and uncalled for, and as calculated to retard pro- 
gress in the whole matter of the treatment of 
insane persons, and work injury to the classes 
whose benefit is aimed at. 

Dr. Gunpry, of Ohio, spoke in advocacy of 
the judical process of investigation in alleged 
cases of insanity, as already in practical and 
successful operation in Ohio. He had known no 
harm or inconvenience to result to insane per- 
sons or their families from the workings of this 
principle. 

Dr. Hitus, of West Virginia, spoke in favor of 
the principle of requiring a judical investigation. 
He alluded to some of the arguments that had 
been advanced by Drs. Curwen and Walker, and 
expressed his strong and earnest belief that the 
disadvantages of the introduction of the judicial 
process would be very slight, compared with the 
benefits and additional safety to all concerned, 
which would certainly result. 

Dr. Hartow, of Maine, advocated the judicial 
process, on the ground that under that principle 
all cases of insanity are made a matter of record. 
He regarded this fact as the key note of the 
whole matter, and as of great advantage to the 
officers of Asylums, and to the general public. 


Dr. Burtotpn, of New Jersey, spoke in regard 
to the laws and usages of New Jersey in re- 
gard to the commitment of insane persons. He 
thought that it would be unnecessary and unwise 
to apply the judicial process of investigation to 
all classes of patients, For those who are sup- 
ported at the public expense, such an investiga- 
tion is now provided in New Jersey, and has 
long worked satisfactorily. But he did not think 
that such a principle should be applied to the 
commitments of those who are supported by 
friends. In a long experience, and in receiving 
some three thousand patients, he had only known 
of four persons that were not really and truly 
insane, and he believed that it would be perfectly 
safe to leave the matter of commitments to the 
Privacy of the management of families and phy- 
sicians, 


Dr, Hucnes, of Missouri, said that some legis- 
lation was certainly necessary to protect Super- 
intendents of Insane Asylums, particularly in his 
State; and he was in favor of having no commit- 
ments made unless under competent sworn medi- 
cal testimony, the competency of that testimony 
to be certified to by some legal or judicial officer 
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or tribunal. As the law now is in Missouri, any 
two physicians in the State can secure the com- 
mitment of a person, and the onus of deciding 
whether the persons committed are really insane 
or not, is thrown upon the Superintendents of 
the Asylums. 

Dr. Ray stated that the object in reporting the 
proposed law was not to propose it to the Legis- 
lature of every State, but to realize what has so 
long been done by common consent and usage. 
States which are satisfied with their laws are not 
expected to change them, but it is well that the 
Association should place itself upon record in 
favor of some legal form of commitment. 

Dr. Earte, of Northampton, said that the 
diversity of opinion which had been brought out 
by the discussion, had satisfied him that all the 
time that could possibly be devoted to the con- 
sideration of the matter by the Association, 
would be insufficient for the completion of the 
discussion, and he therefore made a motion, 
which was promptly seconded, that the further 
consideration of the whole matter be postponed 
until next year. 

Dr. Tyer, of Somerville, said that the passage 
of no law could reduce or remove the responsi- 
bility of Superintendents. They have a most 
serious and delicate duty to perform, and it is 
essential that the management of our asylums 
shall be placed in the hands of men in whom the 
community have entire cenfidence. Proper pre- 
cautions should be placed around commitments, 
but not such restraints as will tend to deter peo- 
ple from seeking the advantage of hospital treat- 
ment. A certificate signed by one or two physi- 
cians, and the truth of that certificate sworn to 
before some magistrate, would, he thought, be a 
sufficient protection for the public in the matter 
of commitments. 

Dr. Hiius, Dr. Curptey, Dr. Nicnots, of Wash- 
ington, and others, opposed a postponement until 
next year, aad finally a motion to adjourn until 
8 o’clock in the evening was made and carried. 


EveEninG Session. 


The consideration of the question of making 
provision for commitments of patients to Insane 
Asylums was resumed, when the Association re- 
assembled at 8 o’clock. Dr. Earre withdrew his 
motion for the postponement of the discussion 
until next year, and Drs, Carprey and Hits 
withdrew the substitutes for the first section of 
the proposed project of a general law which had 
been offered by them. Dr. Hiuis then offered 
the following, which was adopted as the sense of 
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the Association by a yea and nay voie, Dr. Har- 
Low, of Maine, alone voting in the negative : 


“Insane persons may be placed in a hospital 
for the Insane by their legal guardians, or by 
their relatives and friends, in case they have no 
guardians, but never without the certificate of 
one or more responsible physicians, after a per- 
sonal examination made within one week of the 
date thereof; and this certificate to be duly 
acknowledged before some magistrate or judicial 
officer, who shall certify to the genuineness of 
the signature, and of the respectability of the 
signer.” 

The remaining sections of the proposed model 
for a law, as reported by Dr. Ray, were then 
successively considered and adopted; most of 
them with but little change of form, and with 
little debate. The first section was the only one 
upon which there was any decided diversity of 
opinion, and the substitute for that section finally 
adopted seemed to give general and almost un- 
expected satisfaction to all the members of the 
Association. 

Fourta Day—Thursday, June 4th. 


On Thursday the members visited the Massa- 
chusetts Medical College, Harvard University, 
and the McLean Asylum at Somerville. These 
visits occupied the day. 

Drs. Burrotren, Locxnart, and Jones, acted as 
a Committee to visit the State Asylum for the 
Insane at Tewksbury, the Association, as a body, 
being unable to accept the invitation given by 
the Board of State Charities to make such a visit. 

a 
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 


102p ANNIVERSARY. 
‘ 


The 102d annual meeting of the Medical Society 
of New Jersey convened at Princeton, on Wed- 
nesday, May 27th, with a large attendance from 
the State, while delegates were present from 
Rhode Island, New York, and Pennsylvania. 
These, with the resident physicians of Princeton, 
and the Faculty of the College of New Jersey, 
were invited to seats as corresponding members. 

Dr. Jounson, of Warren county, the President 
of the Society, read an able report on Practical 
Therapeutics. 

Dr. Cunten, of Camden, read a paper on Con- 
genital Varus, condemning the use of the knife, 
and recommending treatment by apparatus at an 
early age. 

Dr. Ryerson, of Sussex county, then read an 
able essay on the “Mechanism of Labor.” 

The report of the standing Committee on the 





Relations of Meteorological Conditions to Dis- 
ease, was read by Dr. Wickes, of Orange. 

The subjects of criminal abortions, of inde- 
cent advertisements in the public press relating 
thereto; the necessity of legal safeguards against 
the sale and use of deleterious drugs; and the 
mistakes of uneducated apothecaries, received 
the earnest attention of the Society, and Com- 
mittees were appointed in reference to them. 

The meeting was one of unusual interest, 
heightened by a visit to the historic College of 
New Jersey. 

The following officers were elected for the en- 
suing year: 

President—Dr. T, J. Corson, of Trenton. 

Vice-Presidents—Ist, Dr. W. Pierson, of Or- 
ange; 2d, Dr. T. F. Cutten, of Camden; 3d, Dr. 
Cuaries Hasprovck, of Bergen. 

Recording Secretary—Dr. Wu. Pierson, Jr., 
of Orange. 

Treasurer—Dr. H. R. Batpwin, of New Bruns- 
wick, 

Corresponding Secretary—Dr. Cuar.es Honor, 
of Trenton. 

The Society dined together as usual, and the 
members were hospitably entertained by Judge 
R. 8. Frexp. 

The next meeting is to be held in Jersey City. 
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EpiroriAL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 








Diagnosis of Epilepsy by the Sphygmograph. 

Dr. Avauste Vorstn, physician to the Salpétri- 
ere Hospital, contributes an article to the An- 
nales d’Hygiéne Publique et de Médecine Légale, 
for April, 1868, on the above subject, in which 
he claims to have discovered a pathognomonic 
sign of the disease; thus guarding against the 
possibility of being deceived by malingerers. 

This sign consists in an increase of the height 
of the curve caused by each pulsation of the 
artery. A few minutes after the attack begins, 
if the sphygmograph of Margy be placed over 
the radial artery, the lines will be seen to rise 
almost perpendicularly, three or four times a8 
high as before the attack, and then, making & 
rather acute angle, descend with marked charac- 
ters of dicrotism, or of a rebounding pulse. This 
phenomenon lasts at least half an hour, and some- 
times much longer; in one case as long as six 
hours. 

A long series of experiments was undertaken 
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to prove the accuracy of this discovery. Both 
on himself and on the patients, trials were made 
of the instrument after violent exercise; and it 
was also tried on a patient who had acknow- 
ledged that his attacks had been simulated, and 
who was induced to repeat them for the express 
purpose of testing this theory. In these cases 
the curve was lessened, instead of being in- 
creased in height, thus showing greater, instead 
of less tension in the artery. 

From this it results, that in order to determine 
with certainty the genuineness of an attack of 
epilepsy, it is only necessary to cause markings 
to be taken by the instrument in the hour imme- 
diately fullowing the attack, and to compare 
them with markings previously or subsequently 
taken 

The results were found to be the same in epi- 
leptiform vertigo as in well marked epilepsy, so 
that the discovery may prove useful in determin- 
ing these uncertain cases, as well as in the de- 
tection of malingerers. 

The above is all that is practically necessary 
as regards the diagnosis; but M. Vorsin reports 
one case in which the sphygmograph happened 
to be in position at the beginning of the attack, 
and in which, for the first few minutes, exactly 
the reverse of the above mentioned phenomena 
was noticed, the curves being very slight. 

He explains this apparent exception by sup- 
posing that at the beginning of the attack there 
is an excitation of the great sympathetic nerve, 
followed rapidly by its paralysis. This would 
cause at first, therefore, constriction and in- 
creased tension of all the arterial system, tend- 
ing thus to equalize the progressive force of the 
blood; and, secondly, paralysis of the sympa- 
thetic would cause dilatation of the whole arte- 
rial system, the result of the uncontrolled action 
of the spinal nerves. 





Reviews and Book Notices. 





NOTES ON BOOKS. 


On the Ist of July next, Jonn Hittyer, 14 
South William street, New York, will issue the 
first number of the “‘ Monthly Medical Reprint,” 
a publication which will be a literal reproduc- 
tion of the most valuable articles issued in the 
various British medical journals. These journals 
are published at high prices, and employ the 
best talent in the world, but are very largely en- 
cumbered with local matters of no interest to 
the profession at large. The selections will em- 
brace every subject which makes these journals 
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worthy of the support of medical men, and will 
be brought down to the latest dates, thus always 
giving to subscribers the most recent European 
facts and discoveries in medical and surgical 
science. This monthly will be regularly issued, 
in good style, and will be published at five dol- 
lars per annum. 

The following important medical and scientific 
works have recently appeared: 

Prof. Cu. Rosin’s “Microscopic Anatomy, 
Anatomical Elements, Comparative Anatomy, 
and Physiology of Epithelia.” 

Dr. L. Souticoux’s “Diagnostic Médical et 
Chirurgical” by physical means, with thirty 
figures in the text. 

“Atlas Météorologique de l’Observatoire Impé- 
rial de Paris, 1866,” framed from documents 
collected and discussed by the county committees, 
normal schools, etc., etc., with 28 general maps 
and 20 county maps, 15f. 

Asst Moreno’s “ Eclairages Modernes”’ (light- 
ing by oils and essences of petroleum, lighting 
by magnesium, by oxyhydrogen gas, by electric 
light, and the regulation of the pressure of gas.) 

One of the most elaborate and valuable origi- 
nal scientific works of the present day has been 
brought to a conclusion. This is the “ Diction- 
ary of Chemistry and the Allied Branches of 
other Sciences,” by Henry Warts, assisted by 
eminent scientific and competent chemists. The 
fifth and final volume has just been published by 
Lonaman & Co., London, 





Lectures on Ventilation: Being a Course De- 
livered in the Franklin Institute of Philadel- 
hia, during the winter of 1866-67. By Lewis 
W. Legps, Special Agent of the Quartermaster- 
General, for the ventilation of Government 
Hospitals during the war; and Consulting En- 
gineer of ventilation and heating for the U. 8S. 
Treasury Department. New York: Jonn 
Wuey & Son, Publishers, 1868, 8vo., pp. 60. 

With illustrations. 

Probably no man now living in this country 
has paid so much attention to the subject of ven- 
tilation as the author of this book. Large oppor- 
tunities and experience in hospitals, especially at 
the west, during the war, and much private and 
public observation since, as well as careful study 
of the principles involved, have fitted Mr. Leeps 
preéminently to give instruction upon it. The 
style of the lectures is animated and agreeable; 
the statements always lucid and precise. All 
who wish to be well informed upon the subject— 
and who does not?—should avail themselves of 
Mr. Leep’s book. Testimony to its reliability is 
appended by the publishers, in the form of letters 
oF cadiectantios from Drs. E. M. Snow, E. Harris, 
F. H. Hamitton, Mr. F. Law Otustep, and others. 
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422” Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 

437- To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, 80 as to require as little revision as possible, 

We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profession. 


————— 
INFANT MORTALITY. 

The recklessness of human life which char- 
acterizes our municipal administrations is 
something horrible to contemplate. If by 
positive misprision of felony, we understand 
the most reckless malJadministration in offices 
of high public trust, then our common coun- 
cils and other city officers are guilty of this 
grave offence. For by preventable causes,— 
causes which they can prevent, and are paid 
to prevent,—thousands of lives are lost to the 
country every year. 

Let us take the official statistics of three 
cities on the Atlantic coast during the past 
year, New York, Brooklyn, and Philadelphia— 
no worse, doubtless, than their neighbors—and 
compare their bills of infant mortality with 
their births. The births in New York were 
29,000; the number of infants that died before 
their first birth-day was 7,494, or little less 
than one-fourth of the whole number born 
alive. Brooklyn shows 3009 deaths under 
one year, to about 12,000 births. And Phila- 
delphia, which has at sundry times boasted of 
its superior healthiness and cléanliness, makes 
the not less appalling exhibit of 4325 deaths 
against 16,227 births of living children. In 
this latter city, 31.04 per cent., or very nearly 
one-third of the whole number of deaths dur- 
ing the year, was of children under one year 
of age! 

Now if this were a normal condition of 
things, or if it was anything near the propor- 
tion which ought to exist between infant and 
adult mortality, we would have nothing to say. 











[Vor. XVIII, 





But it is scandalously out of proportion. We 
know perfectly well from the statistics of 
country towns and well-ordered municipalities, 
that this is at the least twice too high a death. 
rate; in other words, we know that more chil- 
dren are annually slaughtered in this pretend- 
ed Christian country every year, in every one 
of our great cities, by the wilful neglect, and 
criminal carelessness of officials, than King 
tierop slew in Bethlehem of Judea—which 
is said to have been two thousand. There are 
no milder terms with which we can depict 
the true state of the case. For as it is well 
expressed in the last Annual Report of the 
Metropolitan Board of Health in New York 
(p. 94): “If sanitary science is not a fable, 
and if the principles of physiology and the 
lessons of experience and of medical observa 
tion are not altogether fallacious, then it is 
true that fully one-half this child-mortality is 
preventable by sanitary measures.” 

What is more ominous is, that if anything, 
this horrible disproportion is increasing from 
year to year, and that the causes which oper- 
ate to produce it are consequently on the 
increase. What are these causes? 

They are owing first to the outrageous 
neglect of the simplest laws of hygiene. The 
streets and allies of the cities are allowed to 
reek with filth, and become the breeding spots 
of pestilence. Those whose duty it is to clean 
them avoid their obligations, and bribe to 
eilence the officials who should force them to 
fulfil their agreements. Quantities of vege 
tables and meata are sold, which are utterly 
unfit for use. The milk which is vended 
through the streets is the product of diseased 
cows fed on distillery slops, or is an adultera- 
ted and half-fermenting fluid, brought over 
miles of railway. Dangerous nostrums called 
“Infant Remedies” and “Soothing Syrups,” 
containing opium and other poisonous drugs 
to stupefy the babe’s mind, and destroy its di- 
gestive functions, are permitted to be hawked 
about and sold at every corner grocery. No 
provisions are made for public baths, which 
are far more useful in a community than 
fashionable churches. And the public men 
who are paid to attend to the welfare of the 
citizens, are held to no accountability either 
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by the people or their own consciences, when 
they shamefully disregard their oaths of duty. 
- Whither will all this lead? We do not 
know, but we may rest assured that nature’s 
laws know justice and not mercy, and that 
though the mill of the gods grinds slowly, it 
grinds exceeding fine. 





——* 
id 


Notes and Comments. 





The Compendium. 

In preparing our. Hatr-Yearty ComPenpium 
or Mepicat Science for July, we have been 
somewhat embarrassed from the fact that very few 
of our exchanges send copies to the Comrenpium. 
We have consequently been obliged to depend 
exclusively on our Reporter files of many Ameri- 
can journals, which has added much to our 
labors. Will exchanges make a note of this, and 
enter the CompenpivumM on their list of exchanges? 

Our foreign exchanges now comprise nearly 
all the medical periodical literature of the world. 
We thus have the material for making the Com- 
PENDIUM the most complete journal of its class 
that is published anywhere. 





Meeting of Superintendents of Hospitals for 
the Insane. 


Through the polite attention of Dr. Cuarues A. 
Lzz we are enabled to present a full report of 
the proceedings of the meeting of the Association 
of Superintendents of American Institutions for 
the Insane, held at Boston last week. As the 
debates are chiefly on a subject that is just now 
exciting much interest and attention, we give the 
report in full as prepared for the Boston Morning 
Journal. . 

From the same source, we are in possession of 
a full report of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
also held in Boston last week, but are com- 
pelled to postpone it until next week for want of 
space, 





Prize Essays. 

Prof. Roserts Bartruotow, of Cincinnati, 
favorably known by a number of useful mono- 
graphs on medical science, has won both prizes, 
of $200 each, offered by the Connecticut State 
Medical Society. The subjects were ‘The Pro- 
per Use, and Abuse of Quinine,” and “The Best 
Hygienic Measures for the Preservation of an 
Army.” 

We understand there were seven competitors 
for one, and five for the other of those prizes. 
We are really glad on Dr. B.’s account, for if any 


man was worthy of it, it was he. He isa true 
votary to science, and one of the most persever- 
ing and industrious men in the field of medical 
literature. 

It were well, if the prevailing mania for lec- 
turing were to give place toa little more silent 
study among the younger members of the pro- 
fession. 





Hypodermic Injections, 

Dr. Samvet York, of Lewiston, Maine, writes 
to us that he injected one-ninth of a grain of 
acetate of morphia into the arm of a soldier for 
neuralgia of the tri-facial nerve. The patient 
had been suffering for ten months with chronic 
diarrhoea, pronounced incurable. Singularly 
enough, not only did the neuralgic pain at once 
cease, but the diarrhoea also, and he has re 
mained ever since in good health. 





Effect of Ergot. 

Our friend, Dr. W, Nopen, of Canada, relates 
an incident in his practice, not less odd than 
the above. 

A female patient who had had three children, 
aged 38, delicate, nervous, and fearful, or much 
alarmed, was in labor. Pains irregular, feeble, 
irritating, been so for 14 hours, Gave f.3ij. vin. 
ergote, in f.3j. doses, at intervals, andgziij. of 
powdered ergot at intervals of twenty minutes, 
in proper doses. After taking the whole (of a 
good article), the patient went to sleep, slept for 
two hours; awoke, pains came regular, and in 
less than one hour the baby was born, and both 
did well. 





Procured Abortions, and Criminal Advertise- 
ments. 

The Academy of Medicine of Cincinnati, in 
regular session May 25, 1868, unanimously 
adopted the following resolutions, submitted by a 
special committee appointed to report upon “ pro- 
cured abortion and criminal advertisements.” 

The committee to whom was referred the con- 
sideration of procured abortion and the criminal 
advertising of the means and instrumentalities of 
producing the same, or preventing impregnation, 
respectfully report as follows: 

Ist. Crimnial abortions are fearfully frequent. 

2d. That, as a general rule, the crime is com- 
mitted by irregular practitioners of medicine, by 
certain female “ accoucheurs,” and by apotheca- 
ries who vend certain nostrums to correct sup- 
pressed menstruation. 

3. That we believe the advertisements of abor- 
tionists and abortion drugs encourage the prac- 
tice of abortion, and is criminal, and, therefore, 
the Academy of Medicine should earnestly pro- 
test against the admission by the press, of such 





advertisements, 
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4th. That the Academy appoint a standing 
Committee to fortify, as much as possible, the 
Health Officer of Cincinnati in the prosecution of 
such offenders. 

5th. That it is the duty of all good citizens, 
and especially physicians, to discourage the cir- 
culation and patronage of the journals in which 
are published the advertisements of those who 
profess to produce abortion, or prevent impreg- 
nation. 





—_——* 
>< oe 


Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 


Milk or Mammary Abscess. 
Eprrors Mepicat anv SurcicaL REPORTER: 

In the course of a few years practice I have 
met with several cases in which mammary or 
milk abscess was threatened after parturition 
and premature labor, and in which none of the 
remedies spoken of in the ordinary text-books on 
obstetrics seemed to be of the slightest avail. 

One mode of treatment happily suggested itself 
to me, which in every instance in my hands was 
eminently successful, and which I am confident 
will be equally so in the hands of other practi- 
tioners. I will give you a short history of a few 
of the cases, by way of illustration. 

On the Ist of March, 1867, I attended a lady 
who was prematurely delivered of a six months’ 
foetus. Everything passed off as well as could 
be expected, and on the second or third day the 
usual excitement took place in the breasts, which 
increased in size, until each of them became 
fully as large as a man’s head. In this state 
they were a source of great trouble and incon- 
venience to her, every movement of the arms 
producing very considerable pain. Ext. of bella- 
donna, camphorated spirit of vinegar, etc., were 
used by me as external applications; and iodide 
of potassium internally as an antilactescent, 
without the slightest benefit; while in a very few 
days, on the outer and lower part of the right 
breast the color became of a livid red, pitting on 
pressure, and presenting every appearance of the 
formation of abscess. At this juncture I thought 
that if strapping were so beneficial in swelled tes- 
ticle, it should be equally so in the case before 
me; so I procured a number of strips of adhe- 
sive plaster, (emplastrum plumbi,) of sufficient 
length, and about half an inch in width, and 
commencing at the upper and inner part of the 
breast, I passed one rather tightly round the 
base of the breast, bringing it up on the outer 
side, and crossing it over the upper part of the 
sternum. This formed the breast into a conical 
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shape, and I passed other straps in the same 
manner around it, until it was almost covered 
with adhesive plaster. I proceeded in a similar 
manner with the other breast. The lady ex- 
pressed herself instantly and very much relieved ; 
the unpleasant dragging weight had disappeared, 
while from the support afforded by the strap- 
ping she felt very comfortable. Next day the 
straps had become quite loose, from the breasts 
having decreased in size, so I removed them, ap- 
plying others in a similar manner, for the two or 
three succeeding days; at the end of which time 
the breasts had returned to their natural size, 
and every appearance of trouble was gone. 

Last September I attended a lady at the ordi- 
nary period of confinement, and everything pro- 
gressed very favorably. She had, however, con- 
cealed from me the fact that at a former delivery 
the nipple of the left breast had become imper- 
vious, and in the course of six or eight days that 
breast had grown exceeding large and trouble- 
some. I strapped it in a manner similar to that 
described above, and repeated it for a few days 
with an equally pleasing result. 

Some three months since I had another case, 
that of a premature birth, (about five months,) 
and when the breasts filled up, I attempted or 
applied no other remedy but the strapping, and it 
was only necessary to apply it once, when every 
trace of excitement disappeared. 

Some few other cases of a similar nature have 
occurred to me, in each of which the same 
remedy was used, and from the good effects fol- 
lowing its use, I am inclined to the opinion that 
it is much preferable to every other application; 
and in none of the various text-books on mid- 
wifery, or in the course of my reading, have I 
seen any mention whatever made of it. In cases 
of premature labor or abortion, or where from 
any cause it is inexpedient that the mother should 
suckle her babe, and any trouble is anticipated 
from the breasts, no other application should be 
resorted to, as though they may be successful, 
still to my mind there is a risk attending them, 
of which the strapping is divested; the only pre- 
caution which I would suggest being that practi- 
tioners should not wait for any doubtful or bad 
symptom to take place, but at an early period 
apply the straps, when I am very confident they 
will be highly pleased with the result. 

Wuuram J. Witson, M. D., 
Assist. Surgeon U. S. A. 
Holly Springs, Miss., May 26, 1868. 


[We understand our correspondent’s remarks 
to apply particularly to acute mammary abscess. 
Well regulated and graduated pressure by adhe- 
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sive straps or collodion, in chronic mammary 
abscess, is mentioned in all the recent text-books, 
but as a preventive measure, and in the acute 
variety, it is not so well known.—Ebs. } 





Military Position of the Medical Staff. * 
Epitors Mep. anp Sura. Reportar: 

I have read with extreme interest your very 
sensible article on the “Military Position of the 
Medical Staff.” A letter from one solitary medi- 
eal officer, if ever read by any of our legislators, 
would have very little, if any weight, but backed 
by a leading article like yours, we may hope 
for a brighter horizon! Your observations ap- 
ply more especially to the navy. I am by no 
means at a loss to understand why so few are 
willing to join so disagreeable a service. It is 
bad enough in the army, but the idea of being 
boxed up in an iron-clad, with three or four ex- 
ecutive officers who are superior in rank, and 
who, if not ranking, invariably regard the doc- 
tor as neither fish nor fowl, and as fair game for 
chaff, is simply disgusting. With few excep- 
tions, the position of medical officer, in army or 
navy, is no sinecure to a gentleman who pos- 
sesses ‘amour propre.” How often, may I ask, 
are his recommendations attended to? He can 
give no orders, except to his steward or his pa- 
tients. It is all very well to keep up the honor 
and dignity of the medical staff by requiring 
candidates to present extra qualifications, but I 
hold, that unless their position and rank after 
being commissioned, ensure them corresponding 
dignity and respect, the former to be a dead let- 
ter. New army regulations are about to be 
issued. Reforms are going on. Are we to be 
left out in the cold? The medical staff of our 
army is serving all over this vast and mighty 
land, and there can therefore be no union of 
action between us, Many are satisfied with a 
residence on the plains, with plenty of tobacco, 
and a quiet though wild life, hoping for some- 
thing better to turn up. Others again hold good 
positions in Washington in the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral’s Office, and can never come into collision 
with a second lieutenant as commanding, nor be 
under the orders of an uneducated man who can- 
not speak three words of English correctly, and 
who, if the Doctor suggests anything for the 
benefit of the troops, either snubs him at once 
for his pains, or else promises with a bad grace 
to do what he never intends to perform, and said 
recommendation invariably dies a natural death. 
These facts are so common, and of such frequent 
Occurrence, that many doctors, in order to insure 
themselves a quiet life, never recommend any- 
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thing, preferring, of course, their own comforts 
gained only by keeping on good terms with their 
commanding officer, (for official business and pri- 
vate affairs are always mixed up by the latter,) to 
the welfare of the troops. Others again fight with 
the pen, and often gain the day too late. Cases 
are referred to Washington, and an endorsement 
favorable to the medical department often ar- 
rives, but the unhappy Pill has, in the mean- 
time, in an underhand manner, been removed to 
a smaller and worse station, because he did his 
duty. All the facts mentioned above have hap- 
pened to me; consequently, I can vouch for the 
truth of this, and I know, as I write this, that 
many doctors in the service, who may read it, 
will exclaim, “ Precisely what we ourselves have 
experienced.” 

We believe we are the smartest nation in 
all creation, but we are behind-hand in many 
important particulars. In the English Gov- 
ernment Emigration Service, it was found so 
detrimental to the service to have the surgeon 
under the orders of the commander of the 
ship, (who, by the way, in education, style, 
and gentlemanly conduct, often matched in a 
wonderful manner some of the line officers who 
have crept into the army since the war,) that the 
Government passed a law, making the doctor 
“Surgeon Superintendent,” and he, at the end 
of the voyage, has to sign a certificate as to the 
captain’s conduct to his passengers during the 
voyage. His refusal to sign the same causes 
the captain’s pay to be stopped, Before this 
law was in force, the doctor was, as we are 
now, under the orders of the commanding offi- 
cer of any little post (ship) he happened to be 
sent to, and, as I stated above, had to play the 
hypocrite to ensure himself a tolerably quiet 
life. Now the ship surgeon is in the position of 
an independent gentleman; the army surgeon is 
a subordinate to ali intents and purposes, and 
is often commanded by an officer of inferior 
rank. I see, from your editorial, that the naval 
medical officers have organized for the purpose 
of obtaining increased rank. I would suggest 
the expediency of the army staff following so 
good an example. “ Union is strength,” and it 
may require the unanimous determination of all 
before our proper status be gained. You have 
only to look at the list of medical officers pub. 
lished in the Surgeon-General’s Office, and see 


the name of R. C. Woop, with the real rank only 
of major. He has been nearly forty years in 
the service. Other officers of equal merit, and 
over twenty years’ service, also rejoice in this 
real rank, but with perhaps no end of brevets, 
which are indeed but empty titles. 
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Now without trespassing further on your valu- 
able space, I would suggest as remedies for this 
state of affairs: 

Ist. That the medical staff shall consist of 

Surgeon-General, Inspector-General, Deputy In- 
spector-General, Inspector of Hospitals, Deputy 
Inspector of Hospitals, Surgeon-Major, with 
rank of Colonel after twenty years’ service, Sur- 
geon-Major, with rank of Lieutenant-Colonel 
under twenty years, Surgeons of the first class 
after five years’ service, and Surgeons of second 
class, under five years, doing away altogether 
with the title of Assistant Surgeon, which is in 
reality, “infra dig.” All professional men know 
that these latter possess the same qualifications 
as Surgeons, and are “bona fide” Surgeons, 
being M. D.s, and fully qualified to practice sur- 
gery and medicine anywhere; but the public and 
the line of the army do not know all this, and 
consequently the Assistant Surgeon is not in his 
proper position by any means, either socially or 
in a military sense. I hope most enlightened 
» men are aware of the difficulty of passing for 
~ Assistant Surgeon in the regular army; and if 
they are, I simply ask them if they consider the 
grade of First Lieutenant enough for such dis- 
tinguished men? for distinguished they are! and 
this is fully corroborated by the statistics of the 
Surgeon-General’s Office, by which the hundreds 
of rejected candidates, all full blown M. D.s, 
(launched upon the world with a regular license 
to kill men, women, and children, but who, ne- 
vertheless, are not found qualified to slaughter 
Uncle Sam’s blue-coated boys,) may be ascer- 
tained. 

2dly. That, like the “ordnance department,”’ 
the medical staff department should be an inde- 
pendent department, Surgeons and Assistant 
Surgeons being sent to posts where they are de- 
sired, on the application by commanding officers 
to the medical director of the district or depart- 
ment, and not having to report for duty to some 
first or second lieutenant, who is often overbear- 
ing, dictatorial, and redolent with lager. The 
advantages of such a system have been fully 
shown above. 

-3dly. That the pay be increased so as to allow 
a gentleman to live and act as a gentleman, and 
not to be obliged to go to second-rate hotels, and 
dress his wife in calico, and never be able to 
afford to take a month’s leave, because he is too 
poor, when after the arduous and fatiguing 
duties of his position, and a residence in an un- 
healthy climate, together with length of service, 
he is entitled to a furlough or leave. 

An Assistant SuraEon. 





The South. 
Epitors MEDICAL AND SurGIcAL REPORTER: 

The change visible in the profession here, the 
forms of disease, and practice, are marked. Phy- 
sicians suffered greatly during the late war, 
their libraries, medical supplies, and periodical 
literature almost disappeared. The President 
elect, Dr. Batpwin, of the American Medical 
Association, rightly affirms that the profession 
at the South stand “amidst the memories of 
blasted hopes and ruined fortunes, yet while 
there is a grief at the heart, he urges us to wipe 
from it all traces of bitterness, and drape its 
memories, and sanctify its sadness with the 
Christian virtues of charity, forgiveness, and 
fraternal love.” 

During the war casualties took the place of 
ordinary maladies. The decrease of male popu- 
lation, with a preponderance of the other sex, 
is marked. I have had one example of error of 
diagnosis presented to my notice, that of a sol- 
dier who received a blow over the pose with a 
musket. After his return home from the army, 
his father, a physician, pronounced him scrofu- 
lous, and the community among whom he lives 
in the country, because of his previous intem- 
perate habits, excluded him from society on the 
worse suspicion that he had syphilis. The treat- 
ment, locally, of caustics and iodine, and an ob- 
turator applied over the orifice in the palate 
bone, and cod-liver oil internally, soon restored 
this patient to health. 

I have met with a single case of spotted fever, 
or cerebro-spinal meningitis. In 1864 and 1865, 
this malignant fever prevailed in the wards of 
several hospitals in Washington City in mid- 
summer. No one can watch the progress of this 
malady without the full conviction that it is a 
distinct disease sui generis. The pain and suffer- 
ing are beyond description. Death is often sud- 
den. With respect to its history, I find Corz- 
LAND’s Dictionary of Medicine to present the 
best account. In 1505 it prevailed over the 
greater part of Europe. We can trace it, under 
the name of hospital, putrid, or spotted fever, 
during the last century, and following in the 
train of the great European armies. The cause 
is due to the evils incident to war, and the scar- 
city of proper food. Indeed, the Germans have 
applied to it the name of kreig’s pest—pestis 
bellica—from the fact that the disease occurs 
most often in the time of war. Prompt and 
active treatment is demanded—brisk cathartics 
frictions of oil of turpentine, opiates, and wine. 

A single word as to the weather. Frequent 
storms of wind and rain, resembling the pampero 
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of the La Platte, or our Gulf northers, have pre- 
vailed for several years past. When from the 
northeast, they were the prolific source of nerv- 
ous and inflammatory disorders. The hottest 
weather has been in June, and the coldest in 
February. During such extremes diseases were 
invariably most fatal. T 
Washington City, June 4, 1868. 





Renal Abscess. 
Epitors Mep. anp Sure. Reporter: 

I send the following case, of some interest: 

Mrs. 8S., a young American woman, of good 
constitution and fair health, bilious tempera- 
ment, age 35, and mother of one child, com- 
plained for a month previous, of pains in the 
back and lumbar region, and was taken worse 
and sent for me Aug. 2d, 1867. A tumor, to the 
feel large and oval, about three inches in length, 
was diagnosed in the right lumbar region, ra- 
ther obscure jn character, and deep-seated, not 
nodulated, but having no motion. Pulse 86, 
slightly quickened and irritable; pain severe, 
but intermittent; no disease known to exist in 
the kidneys or bladder, or elsewhere, within fif- 
teen years ago, when she had the small-pox. 
She was treated by quinine, iod. pot., and fluid 
ext. buchu in free doses. Dover’s powder, grs, xv., 
at night, and warm fomentations. 

Oct. 3d. Tumor very evident to the eye, and 
was tried by the exploring needle, evidently con- 
taining pus. I made a small partial subcutane- 
ous opening about an inch above and back from 
the crest of the ilium, and in three days forty 
ounces of greenish, thin, purulent matter was 
discharged, the opening being closed by adhe- 
sive plaster; when the pressure was removed, 
followed by more or less of the same character, 
gradually diminishing, but exceedingly offensive 
at the last. Constitutional disturbance very 
great. 

Oct. 14th. Pulse 110, most of the time above 
100; great debility; countenance sallow and 
feet swollen; character of urine alkaline, with) 
no change observable. . 

Oct. 14th—20th. Quinine, 3j., iodid. potass., 
every twenty-four hours. Milk punch and free 
diet given. At this time the urinous odor led to 
an examination, and more or less urine was con- 
tained in the subsequent discharges for two 
weeks, when it was discontinued, as far as 
common tests would show. No concretions or 
any solid substances were found on repeated ex- 
aminations. Quinine and iodid potass., in smaller 
doses, continued about a month, with cod-liver 





oil, and the wound closed in forty-two days from 
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the operation. Menstruation, suspended three 
months, was now restored, and no evident se- 
quel followed. Patient entirely recovered at 
this date. Query.—What was the cause and 


character of this attack? 
H. L. W. Burrirr, M. D. 
Bridgport, Conn., May 23, 1868. 





Powers of Endurance Under Difficulties, 
Eprtors MepicaL AND SuRGICcAL REPORTER: 

On the Ist. of May 1868, I was called to make 
a post-mortem examination upon the body of an 
infant found in the vault of a privy, which eli- 
cited the following facts. 

Miss B., set. 18 years, was delivered of a child 
at full term ina room adjoining that occupied 
by the family, with so much secrecy, and so little 
disturbance, as not to alarm or excite the suspi- 
cion of any member of the family. She had 
managed the whole matter, taken care of the se- 
cundines, hemorrhage, and all, with such “ neat- 
ness and dispatch”’ that no suspicion was excited, 
till the child was discovered the following day in 
the vault. She must have left her room, carried 
the child about two hundred yards, deposited it 
in the vault of the privy, returned to her room, 
prepared herself, and appeared at the breakfast 
table in the morning, and as usual partook of a 
hearty meal. Afterward she walked one-half 
mile to her school, taught all day, returned to 
her boarding-house in the evening with no ap- 
pearance of having suffered in the least. On the 
day following she accompanied the father of the 
child to his home, a distance of twelve miles, 
with no serious results then, and has ever since 
that time been well, I will also add that she 
was married on the 7th of May to the father of 
the child, just seven days after her delivery. 

Under any ordinary circumstances, so much 
exposure and fatigue, following such a shock to 
the system, as is produced by child-birth, would 
have been followed by serious consequences. Is 
it not a fact that a determined spirit and a strong 
will possess @ great conservative power, many 
times preventing disease? For surely under 
ordinary circumstances we have predicted terri- 
ble results following such exposure, 

H, D. Batiarp, M.D. 

Findlay, Ohio, May 29th, 1868. 


—_—— 
<> 


—— About forty years ago Dr. Asanzt Bur- 
BANK and Dr, Witu1am H. Tyter, physicians in 
Lanesborough, Mass., purchased twelve pickerel 
in Stockbridge, which cost them one dollar each, 
and ne them in Lanesborough pond, from 


which stock the —< has gained its modern re- 
nown for pickerel fishing. 
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Queen’s County (N. Y.) Medical Society. 
This Society met at the Court House at North 
Hempstead recently, and elected the following 
named officers for the ensuing year: President— 
Rev. D. B. Wurtine, of East Norwich; Vice-Presi- 
dent—Dr. F. Fiexp, of Roslyn; Secretary and 
Treasurer—Dr. W. D. Woon, of Jamaica; Dele- 
gate to State Medical Society—Dr. D. B. Wurr- 
1NG; Delegates to the American Medical Associ- 

ation—Dr. W. D. Woop and Dr. W. Linpsay. 





Antiquarian Collections, 

Among recent additions to the British Museum 
Library are the following: An Arabic papyrus, 
dated A. HI. 133, (A. D. 750,) one of the earliest 
specimens of Arabic writing, a Hebrew service- 
book of the fifteenth century, with grotesque ini- 
tials, and a Coptic papyrus of the eighth century. 
Amongst the objects acquired by the department 
of orientul antiquities are the royal signet cylin- 
der of Ilgi, son of Urekh, who reigned in Lower 
Babylonia about 2050 B. C.; and a cylinder of 
Chaldean workmanship, having the Persian name 
Nandakhya inscribed in’cuneiform over the origi- 
nal device at an interval of at least one thousand 
five hundred years after its first engraving. The 
department of Greek and Roman antiquities also 
has been greatly enriched during the past year. 
Among the contributions is a skull sculptured in 
marble, rather larger than nature, found in the 
ruins of one of the palaces of Tiberius at Capri. 

_—— 
NAVY NEWS. 


List of changes, etc., in the Medical Corps of 
the Navy during the week ending June 6th, 1868, 

Surgeon J. J. Abernethy, detached from Naval 
Hospital, Pensacola, Florida, and waiting orders. 

Acting Past Assistant Surgeon, N. L. Camp- 
bell, ordered to temporary duty at Naval Hospi- 
tal and Station, Pensacola, Fla. 


—_——-. 
i ad 





[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited 
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Rocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line. | 


MARRIED, 


AppLesy—Ke..ty.—At Govane Parsonage, near Balti- 
more, Md , May 14, by the Rev. J. H. Kaufman, Dr. J. F. 
R. Appleby, of Georgetown, D. C., and Miss A. R. Kelly, 
of Maryland. 

CisseLu—RiTTENHOUSE.—In Bridge Street Presbyterian 
Church, Georgetown, D. C. Mey 28th, by the Rev. A. A. 
E. Taylor, Dr. R. 8. T. Cissell, of New York city. and 
Miss Clem. ©. Rittenhouse, daughter of B. F. Ritten- 
heuse, Esq., of Georgetown. 

Curry—Rosinson.—In this city, on June 3d, by Rev. 
Wm. Cooper, D. D., William Curry, M. D.. of St. John's, 
N. B., and Annie Robinson, of Philadelphia, 
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Emerson—Tompxins.—In New York, June 2, by the 
Rev. A. H. Partridge, Dr. J. Haven Emerson and Susan, 
daughter of Ray Tompkins, Esq., both of that city. 

LINEAWEAVFR—CRANE.—June 2, 1868, by Rev. Roger 
Owen, of Philadelphia, Dr. John K. Lineaweaver and 
Jennie &,, eldest daughter of Robert Crane, Esq., of Co- 
lumbia, Pa. 

TempLe—Warrieip.—In Charlemont, Mars., May 25, 
by Rev. J. H. Gaylord, Hiram Temple, M. D., and Abby 
J. Warfield, both of C. 

Van Iperstine—Pratt,—In New York, June 3, at the 
Madison Avenue Baptist Church, by the Rev. ‘ 
Holme, F. A. Van Iderstine, of that city, and Addie C. 
daughter of Dr.-L. M. Pratt, of Albesy, x * 

WHrELocK—Rosertson.—At the West Spruce Street 
Church, Philade!phia, on the 3d inst., by the Rev. Wm. 

. Breed, D. D., George G. Wheelock, M. D.,of New York, 
and Madge, eldest. daughter of the late Archibald Rob- 
ertson, Esq., of this city. 

> ° 


DIED. 


Pratt.—In Rhinehesk, N. Y., May 16th, Eliphalet 
Piatt, M. D., in the 72d year of his age. 


—~@——. 
OBITUARY. 


Dr, Eliphalet Platt. 


Dr. Parr died at his residence in Rhinebeck, N. Y., on 
the 16th of May. For about forty years he had been en- 
gaged with singleness of purpose and untiring assiduity 
in the practice of medicine in that village and vicinity. 
Dr. Piatt was a man of superior talents and attain- 
ments—possessing a cultivated mind, enriched with use- 
ful, practical, and scientific knowledge, and adorned 
with the graces of literature—all the results of his vast 
research, constant study and observation, were brought to 
bear in his profession, thereby rendering him a most 
skilful and scientific practitioner, and placing him in the 
front rank of the profession. He was withal a man of 
kind heart, of generous impulses, an earnest advocate of 
the right, and ever ready to relieve suffering in w‘ atever 
form it came under his observation. 

In private life he was a man of irreproachab'e charac- 
ter, a Christian gentleman, beloved and esteemed in 
every social relationship. 

Resolutions of respect for the memory of Dr. Piatt 
were passed by the Vestry of the Episcopal Church at 
Rhinebeck, of which he was Senior Warden. 


—_—~ 
oS 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Dr. J. M. Q., of Mo.—A set of obstetrical instruments 
costs $15.00. ‘Hodge’s forceps, $7.50 

Dr, J B.B.,of Ala.—“ What of an instrument called 
the ‘Organic Vibrator,’ offered _to all afflicted with deaf- 
ness by one T. H. Stillwell, M. D., of New York city? Is 
Stillwell a scientific aurist or a chariatan?” No such 
name is in the Medical Register of New York City, and 
we have little doubt but that he belongs to theinnumera- 
ble army of irregulars. 





+> + —______ 
METEOROLOGY. 


May, |‘25,| 26,| 27,| 28,| 29,) 30,| 31. 











W.| N.| 8. |N.EIN.E| E. [N. W. 
Cl’dy.|Cl’dy. Clear. Cl’dy., Oi’dy.|Cl’dy |Clear- 















































Weather.... Rain 

Depth Rain.. 1-10 

Thermometer. 

Minimum.....| 50° | 53° | 50° | 48° | 51° | 54° | 57° 

A. Mu...) 65 64 68 «| «54 58 62 | 68 

At 12, Moers 71 70 71 62 |62 |74 | 71 

At 3, P. M..... 70 74 75 62 66 78 73 

Mean...) 64, | 65,25) 64.75) 56.50, 59.25! 67. 7.25 
Barometer. 

At 12, M...0e' 30. | 30.1 | 29.9 | 29.9 | 29.9 | 29.9 | 30.1 
Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leepom. 








